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SUBJECT: WHITE HOUSE CONGRESSIONAL BRIEFING 

1. ON MORNING APRIL 18. WHITE HOUSE BRIEFED CONGRESSIONAL 
LEADERSHIP ON LATEST DEVELOPMENTS IN SOVIET EMIGRATION 
POLICY. 

2. FOLLOWING THE BRIEFING SENATE REPUBLICAN LEADER SCOTT 
REPORTEDLY TOLD THE PRESS THAT THE RUSSIANS SAID THEY WILL 
SUSPEND IMPLEMENTATION OF THE EDUCATION TAX UNDER WHICH 
SOME JEWS WITH GRADUATE DEGREES HAVE BEEN CHARGED UP TO 
DOLLARS 35,000 TO EMIGRATE TO ISRAEL. SCOTT REPORTEDLY 
ADDED THAT HE UNDERSTOOD THE RUSSIANDECREE PASSED LAST 
YEAR WILL REMAIN ON THE BOOKS. BUT ITS OPERATION WILL BE 
SUSPENDED. ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS, SCOTT SAID THAT 
HENRY KISSINGER READ TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GROUP TWO 
COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE SOVIET LEADERSHIP. ONE WAS RE- 
CEIVED IN THE PAST SEVERAL DAYS. THE OTHER WAS RECEIVED IN 
MARCH, HE SAID. SCOTT IS FURTHER QUOTED AS SAYING TO THE 
PRESS THAT " WE UNDERSTAND THE RUSSIANS WILL ALLOW EMIGRATION 
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EXCEPT IN A FEW CASES LIMITED TO MATTERS OF STATE SECURITY.' 1 

3. IN RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS, WHITE HOUSE SPOKESMAN IS CON- 
FIRMING THAT SENATOR SCOTT' S ACCOUNT OF THE BRIEFING IS 
SUBSTANTIALLY CORRECT. 


4. THE EMBASSY IS AUTHORIZED TO USE THE FOREGOING IN 
BRIEFING CODEL HARTKE. ROGERS 
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